
Progression of Vocabulary 

 
The following is a list of words which every Glynwood pupil will encounter during their History studies. 
While the list is not statutory, it is helpful that the children become familiar with them in a historical 
context during the year. They are not intended as a test, but show the kind of language staff should 
use and explain in lessons to broaden the children’s knowledge and understanding of history. 

Each year group should use, recap and revisit the previous year’s vocabulary where necessary and 

appropriate. 

 
  



YEAR 1 HISTORY VOCABULARY 

Our Local Area Our Country Castles 

school 

houses 

town 

long ago 

Beamish 

modern 

similar 

different 

history 

past 

recent history 

King Charles 

Queen Elizabeth 

Prince Philip 

Prince William 

Prince Harry 

Prince George 

Princess Charlotte 

Prince Louis 

Queen Victoria 

monarch 

throne 

reign 

crown 

orb 

sceptre 

castle 

moat 

turret 

tower 

portcullis 

drawbridge 

battlement 

bailey 

arrow loops 

Chronology Historical Enquiry Interpretation Communication Comparing Past & Present 

First  
Next  
Then  
Order  
Timeline 
History 
Year 
Month 
Date 
Past 
When my…were little… 

In the…times… 

Fact     True       False 
Find out 
Objects 

I think… 

Because… 
Picture 

photograph 

Olden days 
Today 
Tomorrow 
Now 
Then 
Future 
Long ago 
Remember  
Memories 
Before 
Different 

Generation  

  



YEAR 2 HISTORY VOCABULARY 

Historical Events Adventurers and Explorers Marvellous Machines 

Now  

Then 

Before 

After 

Long Ago 

In these times… 

Guy Fawkes 

gunpowder Plot 

Remembrance Day 

Parliament 

fact 

impact 

reason 

 

explorer 

James Cook 

Christopher Columbus 

Discovery 

develop 

achieve 

past 

present 

then 

now 

similar 

different 

impact 

reason 

true 

false 

In the past, 

A century ago, 

First, Next, Then, Now 

George Stephenson 

The Wright Brothers 

Transport 

The Rocket 

national 

international 

 

 

Chronology Historical Enquiry Interpretation Communication Comparing Past & Present 

Same as Y1 plus: 
Period 
Recently 
Decades 
Old-fashioned 

 

Same as Y1 plus: 
Fact      True     False 
Bonfire Night 
Christmas 
Traditions  
Man-made 
Natural 
Explorer 
Resources            
Artefacts  
Investigate          Collect 

Same as Y1 plus: 
Impact 
Reason 

 

Same as Y1 plus: Same as Y1 plus: 
Past 
Period 
Prehistoric 
in the…time  
modern  

 

  



YEAR 3 HISTORY VOCABULARY 

Cities Stone Age to Iron Age Ancient Egypt 

timeline 

quayside 

account 

witness 

wood 

thatch 

flames inferno 

rebuild 

damage 

London 

Newcastle 

Samuel Pepys 

version of events 

newspaper report 

historical event 

 

ancestors 

animal skin 

foraging gathering 

spear 

flint 

bow 

arrow 

archaeologist 

chronology 

mammoth 

source 

artefacts 

excavations 

preserving 

dwelling 

fossilised 

prehistoric 

round house 

Paleolithic 

Mesolithic 

Neolithic 

 

Tutankhamun 

Howard Carter 

ancient 

civilisation 

The Nile 

canopic jars 

tomb 

sarcophagus 

relic 

Pharaoh 

reign 

legacy 

dynasty 

prosperous 

Chronology Historical Enquiry Interpretation Communication Comparing Past & Present 

Same as Y1/2 plus: 
Chronological order 
Ancient Egypt 
Stone Age 
Hundreds of years 

 

Same as Y1/2 plus: 
Source 
Enquire/Enquiry  
Great Fire of London 
Parliament  
Civilisation  
Evidence  

Research 

 

Same as Y1/2 plus: 
Interpret  
Opinion 
Evidence 
Fact 
Represent  

Compare 

Same as Y1/2 plus: 
Opinion  
“I think …because…” 
Evidence 
Represent  

Important 

Same as Y1/2 plus: 
Present time 
Historian  
Current Era 
Affected 
Life 
Similarity 
Difference 

 

  



YEAR 4 HISTORY VOCABULARY 

Early Islamic Civilisation Romans Romans 

Baghdad 

Silk Road 

trade 

algebra 

House of Wisdom mosque 

Caliph 

culture 

Golden Age Muslim 

Islam 

religion 

 

invasion 

conquer 

empire 

aqueduct 

Latin 

amphitheatre 

temple 

villa 

mosaic 

gladiator 

chariot 

Housesteads 

Londinium 

Hadrian’s wall 

bath house 

fort 

legion 

Emperor Hadrian 

empire 

 

 

 

Chronology Historical Enquiry Interpretation Communication Comparing Past & Present 

Same as Y1/2/3 plus: 
BCE(Before common era)/CE 
(common era) 
BC|AD 
Century 
Era 
Thousands of years 

Same as Y1/2/3 plus: 
Primary source 
Secondary source 
Invasion 
Northumberland  
Grace Darling 
Regions 
Hadrian’s Wall 
Julius Caesar 
Empire 
Achievements  

Significant 

 

 

Same as Y3 plus: 
Infer 
Suggest 
Conclusion  
Connections 
Primary evidence 
Secondary evidence  

 

 

Same as Y1/2/3 plus: Same as Y1/2/3 plus: 
Impact 
Effects 
Consequences  
Change  
Societies 

 

  



YEAR 5 HISTORY VOCABULARY 

Ancient Greece Anglo-Saxons and Viking Invasions Anglo-Saxons and Viking Invasions 

BC 

AD 

Century 

Decade 

pankration 

chariot racing 

marathon 

torch 

wreath  

podium Mount Olympus  

Olympia 

Mediterranean  

discrimination 

solidarity 

nations 

Anglo-Saxons Vikings 

Romans 

Celts 

Picts Wessex 

Northumbria 

Mercia 

East Anglia 

Normans 

Sutton Hoo 

Holy Island 

Lindisfarne 

Bede 

Cuthbert 

invasion empire 

artefacts 

sources 

evidence 

heptarchy 

battle 

treaty Durham 

Danelaw 

Gospels 

Edington 

Christianity 

Alfred 

Guthrum 

Chronology Historical Enquiry Interpretation Communication Comparing Past & Present 

Same as Y1/2/3/4 plus: 
Ancient Greece 
Anglo-Saxons 
Vikings 

 

Same as Y1/2/3/4 plus: 
Settlements  
Kingdoms  
Justice  
Parliament  
Alfred the Great 
Democracy  
Acropolis  
Monastery 
Dissolution 
Archbishop 
Abbey 

Same as Y1/2/3/4 plus: 
Reliable  
Continuity  
Eye-witness 
Contrast 
Unreliable  
Connections 

Contrast 

 

 

Same as Y1/2/3 plus: 
Evidence suggests/implies… 

Same as Y1/2/3/4 plus: 
Extent of change  
Extent of Continuity  
Influence 

Cause 

  



YEAR 6 HISTORY VOCABULARY 

The Victorians Map Skills & Natural Disasters Topography 

Queen Victoria 

workhouse 

society 

contemporary (primary) sources 

interpretive (secondary) sources 

homelessness 

wealth 

reign 

education 

similarities and differences 

legislation 

poverty 

division (in society) 

evacuated 

destination 

Blitz 

ration book 

gas mask 

air raid 

blackout 

incendiary bomb 

invasion 

attack 

Europe 

allies 

surrender 

bomber 

 

Holocaust 

Ann Frank 

ghetto 

concentration camps 

Nazi 

genocide 

resistance 

anti-semitism 

Aryan 

swastika 

Star of David 

 

Chronology Historical Enquiry Interpretation Communication Comparing Past & Present 
Same as Y1/2/3/4/5 plus: 

The Victorians 

WW2 

 

Same as Y1/2/3/4/5 plus: 
Empire 
Mutiny 
Raw Materials  
Colony  
Viceroy 
Supremacy  
East India Company 
World War 
Winston Churchill  
Adolf Hitler 
Blitz 
Censorship 
Concentration Camp 
Holocaust 
Anne Frank 

Evacuation 

Same as Y1/2/3/4/5 plus: 
Evaluate  
Ambiguous 
Analyse 

Context 

Same as Y1/2/3/4 plus: 
 

Same as Y1/2/3/4/5 plus: 
Legacy  
Regeneration  
Equality  

 

 


