
Pedogeological Approaches used at Glynwood – Direct Instruction 

 

What is Direct Instruction?  

•  Direct instruction involves teachers explicitly demonstrating how to achieve 
a learning objective or the steps to success within a given task.  

• It is an approach to teaching that generally involves educators breaking learning material 
down into small, manageable chunks and providing detailed explanations to support pupils’ 
understanding. 

• Crucially, these explanations are delivered using the clearest possible language, and only 
include essential information - any extraneous details are left out so as to protect children’s 
cognitive load. Pupils then progress on to extensive guided practice, before closely monitored 
independent work. 

 

• Several reviews of the research have suggested that explicit instruction can effectively 
support pupil progress. 

• In fact, the evidence that underpins our Special Educational Needs in Mainstream 
Schools guidance report suggests that, in combination with other high-quality teaching 
strategies, explicit instruction can be particularly effective in boosting the attainment of 
pupils with additional needs. 

• Barak Rosenshine’s principles of instruction are a particularly popular approach to embedding 
direct instruction in the classroom. 

• There is also a great deal of research which suggests that this approach really supports 
disadvantaged children. 

 

 

Our medium term planning ensures that these Principles of Instruction are embedded into our 
classroom practice.  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/send
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/send
https://www.tes.com/magazine/archived/should-rosenshine-really-be-teachers-definitive-guide
https://www.tes.com/magazine/archived/should-rosenshine-really-be-teachers-definitive-guide
https://www.tes.com/magazine/archived/should-rosenshine-really-be-teachers-definitive-guide


What direct teaching approaches are used here at Glynwood?  

Year One and Year Two 

Chunking of material into small steps 

I do, we do, you do approach 

 

Year Three and Year Four 

Thinking out loud as modelling new concepts/ new information 

I do, we do, you do approach 

 

Year Five and Year Six 

I do, we do, you do approach 

Silent modelling alongside teacher led modelling 

 


